
Fall 2015 EMPOWER Progress Report FAQ 

Question: What is the purpose of the progress report? 
Answer: The purpose of the Progress report is to show a student’s current level and the number of learning targets 
they have validated at this point in time. Validating a learning target requires multiple demonstrations with a final 
assessment. 
 

Question: What is a learning target? 
Answer: A learning target is a specific standard aligned with Colorado State standards. All learning targets can be 
viewed on the district web site under the section D50 WIKI. Learning targets can be viewed in English and Spanish. 
 

Question: Why are there so many 0s? 
Answer: Many students have just started their new levels. This requires practice and the collection of several pieces 
of evidence on each learning target to show they are competent.  
 

Question: What do the levels mean? Is my student on track? 
Answer: Levels align with traditional grade levels. Level 5 is 5th grade Common Core content. Level 8 is 8th grade 
Common Core content. A student’s level tells whether s/he is moving with their age level expectations, is behind, 
or is ahead. 
 

Question: My child is behind grade level expectations. What is the school doing to help? 
Answer: The goal at RMS is to ensure all students who are behind their expected level make more than a year’s 
amount of growth by the end of the year. Supports in place to do this are: double blocks of literacy, smaller class 
sizes for students below level, additional adult support in the classroom with Regis students, more frequent progress 
monitoring of targeted skills, and working with an outside consultant to focus our instruction on accelerated 
learning. 
 

Question: What is the difference between beginning of the year and Progress Period 1? 
Answer: Beginning of the year shows the level students ended last Spring. Many students demonstrated growth on 
Scantron scores and were able to advance to the next level. Progress Period 1 shows each student’s current level 
status at this point in time. 
 

Question: What does MS mean for Technology? 
Answer: MS means Middle School. Technology uses PR (primary), IN (intermediate), MS, and HS (high school) to 
represent levels rather than numbers. 
 

Question: Why are there all of the classes on the report even if my child is not taking the class? 
Answer: The progress report includes all of the content students should acquire during their 3 years in middle 
school.  
 
Question: How can I access the Empower information? 
Answer: Empower support can be accessed in Room 211 during conferences. Support can also be provided by 
contacting Cyndy Amaro in the main office. 
 

Question: How will the scoring system work in the high school? 
Answer: Westminster High School uses an identical 4-point scoring system. The 4-point scale is used to calculate 
GPAs for college. Students are able to exceed the 4.0 GPA with consistent demonstration of advanced scores on 
learning targets. 
 

Questions to ask your teachers: 
● How are they doing on their assignments? 
● What learning targets have been covered in class so far? 
● Are they making expected progress in their current level? 
● How can I support my child at home? 

 


